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Aging in the Federal Government

Seniors’ Health Issues are a Shared Responsibility:

PHAC: Supports the development of policies and initiatives that 
promotes seniors health and quality of life, monitors and reports on  the 
health of older Canadians, and promotes their health and well-being.

Health Canada: Fosters sustainable health care systems that ensure 
seniors have access to appropriate and effective health care.

CIHR: Supports innovative research to better understand the health 
challenges faced by older Canadians, and to identify evidence based 
solutions for optimizing health outcomes across the life course

Employment and Social Development Canada: Improving the income 
security of seniors; Fostering the social inclusion and engagement of 
seniors; Coordination on seniors’ issues for the Government of Canada



The Policy Cycle



The Policy Cycle: A Turbulent Flow

Source: National Collaborating Centre for Healthy Public Policy



Source: Gurung, 2014
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Evidence Based Policy

Source: American Council on Science and Health



Source: Gurung, 2014
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A Mutualistic Relationship:

Scientists                     Policy Makers

Evidence based policy? Policy informed research? Or both?

 Scientists produce evidence which policy makers use for decisions.

 Policy makers provide scientists with research needs and resources 
for research



Research Accessibility
 Increasing the accessibility of research is an important way to help 

strengthen the link between research and policy, and to increase 
the use of evidence in decision-making.

 Three dimensions: 
 Physical: getting access to articles
 Social: How social network and connections may influence 

research uptake (e.g., co-production with decision makers) 
 Intellectual: How research is communicated (e.g., 

comprehensibility, language, and tone)

Source: Erika Malich, 2016



Communicating research

Phil Johnson



Examples of Knowledge Products
.



CLSA Example
 PHAC support for CLSA

 FU1: elder abuse, history of child maltreatment, oral health
 FU2: mental health, intimate partner violence
 COVID study on effects of pandemic on older adults 
 Dementia: early identification of people living with dementia 

and those at risk. 
“By gaining better data on dementia, we will be able to make better informed 
decision on how to support people living with dementia and their caregivers so they 
feel valued and supported and have an optimal quality of life” The Honourable Patty 
Hujdu, Minister of Health

 Knowledge Translation:
 Baseline Report of Findings 
 Health Canada Science Research Forum
 International Federation on Aging 2018 conference
 CLSA Knowledge Translation and Communications Committee
 Other future opportunities……



Opportunities

 Policy priorities related to aging (Speech from the Throne, Fall 
Economic Statement, Federal Budget, Ministers Mandate Letters, 
Parliamentary/Senate Reports; International Commitments)
 Supporting older adults to stay in their homes longer
Mental health
 Long term care
 Palliative care
 Family violence

 UN Decade of Healthy Ageing



UN Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021 – 2030)
 A global collaboration that brings together governments, civil 

society, international agencies, professionals, academia, the media, 
and the private sector to improve the lives of older people, their 
families, and the communities in which they live. 

 Four Action Areas: 
Combatting ageism
 Age-Friendly Environments
 Integrated Care
 Long Term Care



UN Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021 – 2030)
 Enabler: Strengthening data, research and innovation to 

accelerate implementation
 Address the current needs of older people, anticipate future challenges and link the 

social, biological, economic and environmental conditions and determinants of 
healthy ageing and evaluate interventions to improve healthy ageing trajectories.

 Studies should reflect research priorities, gaps in evidence and the preferences of 
older people; they should be gender-sensitive and designed to improve health 
equity.

 Syntheses of evidence on activities and interventions that can benefit older people, 
their families and communities and for ways to scale them up to reach more people

 Innovations must be relevant and change people’s lives. Every country can 
contribute to and learn from such a knowledge base.



UN Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021 – 2030)

The Decade Platform
A digital space designed to find, share, 
and produce the knowledge needed 
to generate impact and create 
a world for all ages.

https://www.decadeofhealthyageing.org/

What is the Platform? - Decade of Healthy Ageing – YouTube

https://www.decadeofhealthyageing.org/platform-guide-to-knowledge

https://www.decadeofhealthyageing.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0GRs0eIAQU&form=MY01SV&OCID=MY01SV
https://www.decadeofhealthyageing.org/platform-guide-to-knowledge


Final Thoughts

 Policy making is complex
 Research evidence plays a crucial role in policy
 The researcher – policy maker relationship is important for 

supporting evidence based research and policy informed research 
 Knowledge translation supports policy decision making but there is 

no one way to communicate research; know your audience  



Discussion

- Questions?
- Thoughts?
- Sharing of experiences?

Contact: Simone.Powell@Canada.ca

mailto:Simone.Powell@Canada.ca
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